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Capital projects and community programs in Isabella County got a $2.28-million boost on
Wednesday when the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe released its decision on recipients of the 2
percent allocation funds.

Twice a year since 1994, the tribe has distributed 2 percent of its gaming revenue. This year’s fall
distribution, which includes more than $670,600 to Arenac County, was the lowest in 15 years.

The city of Mount Pleasant received about 23 percent of this fall’s funds for three youth-related
programs, street overlays and a new corporate hangar at its municipal airport. Its distribution also
included funds for an eight-person street team with the Bay Area Narcotics Enforcement Team, the
application for which the city administered.

2011 City Awards
•Corporate Hangar: $10,733.61
•Street Overlays: $50,000
•PEAK (K-6): $190,000
•PEAK (7-12): $45,000
•BAYANET: $150,000
•Youth and Community Services Unit: $80,000
•Total: $525,733.61

In total, the city had applied for $1.6 million worth of projects, but City Manager Kathie Grinzinger
said officials “never presuppose” which application the tribe will select.

“It is fair that we look at those things that will benefit both the tribal community and the city,” she said,
“because the funds are raised through the tribe’s effort to keep Soaring Eagle (Casino & Resort)
healthy.”

According to the tribe’s news release, more than 410 individual requests and supporting documents
had been provided by local governments for consideration. Tribal spokesman Frank Cloutier said
the tribal council spends several work sessions over several weeks deliberating what applications it
will accept.

“As we said during the distribution, we don’t want people to be discouraged because their requests
weren’t honored,” he said. “There’s so many that have tremendous merit.”

However, Cloutier added, “Sometimes priority takes precedent to what has merit.”

Not including BAYANET applications, the city’s fall distribution funding has decreased 47.8 percent
since 2008.

City Fall Awards
•2002: $854,033.63
•2003: $404,665
•2004: $434,000
•2005: $596,000
•2006: $648,300
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•2007: $595,639
•2008: $720,000
•2009: $579,760
•2010: $391,000
•2011: $375,733.61
*Amounts does not include awarded BAYANET funds

Grinzinger said certain city offices apply for other grant funds regularly, not just from the tribe, and
couldn’t point to how long it took to prepare all of the city’s applications.

In the past, she said the tribe usually selects applicants for what “will do the most good in areas that
will do the most good for them.”

Cloutier said 2 percent is the tribe’s opportunity to affirm its presence it has on the community.

“We’ve come to realize that means bigger bridges and wider roads,” he said. “As we’re building
bridges and buying roads and replacing fire engines, we can’t forget about the educational
component.”

Mount Pleasant and Shepherd schools also received a cut of this fall’s funding.

Union Township was not included in this fall’s distribution of funds, though seven other Isbella County
townships were, as well as the village of Rosebush. Union’s Supervisor John Barker said the
township had applied for funds for its Meridian Road project.

“The tribe has a list of priorities and we have a list of priorities and this time they didn’t match up,”
he said.

-Senior Reporter Jordan Spence contributed to this report.
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