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PatriotArthur Nastally, 85, of Michigan Center served in the Army during World War II.Sixty-four years ago, Arthur

Nastally watched a rickety makeshift aircraft carrying Japanese diplomats and military officials come to a staggered

landing on Ie Shima, Ryukyu Islands.

At his kitchen table Monday, the 85-year-old Michigan Center resident fingered through a row of black and white

photos of the plane's arrival. The Japanese delegation was headed to Manila for a formal surrender of World War II

and stopped on the small island to board a U.S. transport plane.

Nastally said it was a proud moment for U.S. soldiers watching. Thinking about it as Veterans Day neared, he said

it made him proud to be a veteran.
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today's Citizen Patriot
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advertising section honoring
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"We laughed at them. They had these top hats and striped pants. They

looked like a bunch of clowns," he said. "I was there as a medical technician

in case somebody got shot. That's how radical it was. The fanatical nature of

our people was so angry because of Pearl Harbor that they could've shot

them."

It was August 1945 and Nastally had been in the Army in various areas of

the south Pacific for more than two years fighting Japanese forces. But more

than photos, he has memories — those of a time he saw as "a measure of

hate" and the duty to protect U.S. interests.

He recalls the mentality ingrained into U.S. soldiers before every invasion, whether it were at Ie Shima, Okinawa

or any other Pacific area subjected to conflict. It was a necessity, he said, to overcome the magnitude of death.

"They told us right off, ‘Kill or be killed,' " Nastally said. "Nobody wins a war."

Diane Miller, Nastally's daughter, said she finds pride in her father's service and the stories of his experience.

"These are stories I'll be able to tell my grandchildren, and these pictures will go down in our family tree for

generations," she said, as she cupped the photos in her hands. "Look at them. Half of these men didn't come

back, and they had families."

Among the photos was one of a mock tombstone inscribed with the name "Ernie Pyle." Pyle was a war

correspondent for the Scripps-Howard newspaper chain, and for a time, lived with soldiers on Ie Shima. Nastally

said he'd been "a soldier's guy," all the way up until the day he died in April 1945.

"A sniper got him. He was right in front of me on the beach," Nastally said. "I kept telling him to stay down."

Within moments Nastally heard a ping. Looking over, he found Pyle laying with a hole through his helmet.

"I knew he was dead right then," he said — his voice quivering as he turned away from the pile of photos. "He was

a heck of a guy, but people got to die for their country, so he did. Anything to protect our government and our

people is OK with me."
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